
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY FIRE CIDEF'S ASSOCIATION 

STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINE 1-01 

MAYDAY SIGNAL 

The emergency signal "Mayday" should be used during an emergency where a firefighter 
finds themselves in a life-threatening situation. This is including but not limited to structure 

fires, confined space, trench rescue or structural collapse incidents. Firefighters are encouraged 
to call a "Mayday" as soon as they recognize that they arc in a life-threatening situation, rather 

than delaying the call and delaying a rescue effort. 

Procedures for Personnel Declaring a Mayday: 

1. When a firefighter recognizes they are in a Mayday situation they must:
A. If Possible, inform someone near them of the emergency.

B. Declare a Mayday by pressing the Push to Talk button and declaring "Mayday,

Mayday, Mayday."
C. Explain the situation using the LUNAR acrostic.

• L=Location and situation of Mayday personnel
• U=Unit number and assignment
• N=Name of downed firefighter if known.
• A=Air Supply

• R=Resources needed 

D. Take immediate action to self-rescue.

E. Attempt to depress the EB button.
F. Activate the Pass Alarn1.

2. Self Help

A. Personnel in a Mayday situation must:

• Remain Calm

• Not delay self-rescue while attempting to activate the Mayday.

• Not delay efforts of self-extrication while waiting for the Rapid

Intervention Team to deploy.
• Control air consumption.
• Control breathing rate and depth.
• Remain oriented to exits and their locations.
• Activate the PASS device.
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