Schuylkill County Fire Chiefs Association

Standard Operating Guidelines

Quadrant System

I. Purpose

To establish a uniform method of identification for a structure and surrounding exposures.  This method of designation is consistent with the current N.F.A. Incident Command curriculum.  Consistent use on the fire ground will insure coordinated operations, integrate with the accountability system and tactical work sheets and provide an extra degree of safety for the fire fighters operating within the “Hot Zone”.

II. Scope

A. Sides

The structure involved in the incident will be designated based on a starting point of the front (address side) being termed “Side A or ALPHA” and proceeding in a clockwise rotation as “Side B or BRAVO”, “Side C or CHARLIE” and “Side D or DELTA”. 

B. Exposures

Exposures will be identified based their location in reference to the structure involved in the incident.  i.e. -“Exposure B or BRAVO” is immediately adjacent to Side B of the incident structure.   Subsequent exposures on the same side will be designated “Exposure BRAVO 1”, “Exposure BRAVO 2” and so on.

C. Floors

Floors within the structure will be designated based on a starting reference of the street level being “Floor 1” and progressing upward as required.  Basements or levels below the street level are designated as “BASEMENT”.  The roof of the structure is designated “ROOF”.
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