Schuylkill County Fire Chiefs Association

Standard Operating Guidelines

Emergency Evacuation Signal

I. Purpose

The scene of any true emergency presents the firefighter with a dangerous and constantly changing set of problems.  The situation can unexpectedly deteriorate to the point that all personnel must be rapidly withdrawn.  For this reason, it is necessary to have an evacuation signal which will be universally recognized and that can reach every area of the fireground where firefighters may be operating.

II. Scope

A. Personnel

All persons operating on the fireground will conduct themselves in a manner to be consistent with all fire department safety policies.. Persons should remain aware of their current situation, observant of changing conditions and maintain a quick path to safety if things begin to turn to shit.

B. Officers

No one officer can keep abreast of all things occurring in the uncontrolled situations surrounding a structure fire or other emergency.  Officers will request sufficient response from mutual aid companies to insure that all side of a structure are under the observation of a qualified fire line officer.  Any interior operations will also be under the guidance of a qualified fire line officer equipped with a portable radio.  All officers are responsible for all fire fighters, regardless of company affiliation.

C.  Mutual Aid Response

Companies responding to render mutual aid assistance will adhere to all guidelines relating to safe fire ground operation.  

III. Procedures

In the event that a sudden change in fireground conditions demands the immediate evacuation of all personnel from the area, the officer or firefighter recognizing the problem should broadcast the warning and the need to evacuate over the fireground radio frequency. 

Upon receipt of this warning, all unnecessary radio traffic shall immediately cease.  The Officer-in-Charge of the incident will order all apparatus operators to begin sounding all audible warning devices (i.e. sirens and air horns) for a period of one (1) minute. 

The OIC should then rebroadcast the evacuation order over the fireground radio frequency several times.  

Upon hearing either the audible warning or the radio broadcast, all personnel shall immediately leave the structure and the danger zone and move to a safe area. 

i.e. move well outside of the structure’s potential collapse zone (a distance greater than 1 1/2 times the height of the outside wall)

As soon as the area has been evacuated, all company officers will do a head count and check using the accountability status board, insuring all personnel are safe.  The OIC shall be immediately informed of the result of the head count.

No one shall re-enter the danger area without first having received permission from the OIC.

