Schuylkill County Fire Chiefs Association

Standard Operating Guidelines

Apparatus Operators

I. Purpose

To establish a set of requirements, responsibilities and competencies for apparatus operators that may be consistently applied to all stations.  This will also serve to reinforce that which should be obvious regarding the safe driving and operation of an emergency vehicle.
II. Scope
The operator of an apparatus is responsible for safely transporting the vehicle, personnel and equipment between the station and the incident scene.  Upon arrival at the scene, the operator must be able to place the apparatus and equipment into service with little or no assistance or instructions.  Driving abilities must be combined with a knowledge of hydraulics and fire fighting to insure that the public and our personnel are not placed at undue risk because of the actions of the apparatus operator. The ability to deliver the apparatus to the scene without the knowledge to place it into service is of little use to the incident commander.
III. Health and Fitness

The operator must be physically and mentally capable of  assuming the responsibilities associated with all aspects of these duties.  Furthermore, there must be no chemical or alcohol abuse when engaged in any activity associated with operating a emergency apparatus.  By restricting an individual on the basis of a new or pre-existing condition, it is in the interest of insuring the safety of the public and our personnel.
IV.  Requirements

The Pennsylvania Vehicle Code, Title 75 will serve as the basis for the requirements and will be further expanded upon.
A. The driver of an emergency vehicle must:

1. Hold a valid PA Driver’s License.

2. Be at least 18 years of age.

3. Observe all relevant traffic laws.

4. Not addicted to, nor drive under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

5. Be free from any physical or mental defect or disease that may impair his or her ability to drive the emergency vehicle.

6. Have not been convicted within the last four (4) years of driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

7. Have not been convicted in the last two (2) years of reckless driving or had a driver’s license suspended under the point system.

8. Have the approval of the fire chief

B.  The individual will complete an Emergency Vehicle Operators Course within 24 months of being placed on the drivers list.
 

C. The apparatus driver will be familiar will the operation of the apparatus and all normal and specialized equipment carried on the rig.

VII. PA Vehicle Code - Privileges and Requirements

As stated in PA Title 75,  Section 3105, the use of warning devices will be employed whenever the vehicle is operated pursuant to the conditions set forth in the law.  The following excerpts are applicable to this guideline.

a)  General Rule.  The driver of an emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call, but not returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges stated in this section.

b) Exercise of special privileges.  The driver of an emergency vehicle may:

1) Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this part.

2) Proceed past a red signal indication or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation.

3) Exceed the maximum speed limit so long as the driver does not endanger life or property.

4) Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions.

c) Audible and visual signals required. The privileges granted in this section to an emergency vehicle shall apply only when the vehicle is making use of an audible signal and visual signal.

e) Exercise of care.  This section does not relieve the driver of an emergency vehicle from duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons.

VIII.  Special Considerations

A. Intersections - uncontrolled - upon approaching an intersection the apparatus will slow and stop if necessary until the driver insures that it is safe to proceed.

B. Intersections - controlled by either a police officer, fire police or traffic control device - upon approaching an intersection the apparatus will slow and stop if necessary until the driver insures that it is safe to proceed.

C. Unguarded Railroad Crossings - upon approaching any railroad crossing, the drive and officer will insure that no train traffic is approaching prior to crossing.

D. Stopped School Buses - in any instance when a school bus is discharging or picking up students, the apparatus will come to a complete stop and will wait until the bus and children are safe.  The apparatus may then proceed with extreme caution.

E. Vehicles not yielding to an emergency apparatus - in any instance where a passenger or commercial vehicle does not move to the side and allow the apparatus to safely pass, the driver will remain at a safe distance behind the vehicle.  In no instance may the apparatus driver move into a position to ride the person’s ass or pass the vehicle without proper visual assurance that the roadway is clear of any oncoming traffic.  

1.  In this instance, the officer will make note of the details of the offending vehicle, driver, time, roadway and conditions and report the offense to the police having jurisdiction. 


IX. Competencies

A. The operator of a fire apparatus will be knowledgeable and proficient in putting that unit into service.  Furthermore, it is necessary to possess knowledge and proficiency with any specialized equipment that may be a part of or carried on the apparatus.

B. Samples of typical competencies for operators of Fire Department Pumpers and Tankers are listed in document 96-215.

X. Special Notice

A.  Operators are to refrain from the use of air horns when approaching the fireground, as this is the emergency evacuation signal.  Personnel operating within the structure may misinterpret the sounding as the evacuation signal.

B. Upon approaching the incident scene, operators of first arriving units should place the apparatus in areas 1. free of collapse hazard, 2. that will not impede the placement of additional apparatus, in particular aerial devices

C. Operators of later arriving units should Level 1 Stage, by stopping at least one block from the outside perimeter of the incident, and await instructions from the operations chief as to desired placement of the rig.


