Schuylkill County Fire Chiefs Association

Standard Operating Guidelines

Personnel – Firefighters, Structural

I. Purpose 

To establish a consistent understanding of the duties and requirements of those individuals who are classifies as “Firefighters - Interior / Structural”.
II. Scope

Those persons, who choose to be classified as "Interior" Firefighters, must realize that they will routinely place themselves into situations involving a great deal of risk. This situation involves the most extensive training and dedication.
All "Interior" Firefighters must be able to function in a team environment, "FREE LANCE" operations are not acceptable.

III. Duties

In addition to the following as listed under "Firefighter -General / Support" classifications:
1.  Assist in readying the apparatus to deliver water

2.  Establish water supplies

3.  Place and man hand lines and deluge devices for defensive fire attack

4.  Perform evacuation operations

5.  Be able to accomplish ventilation as directed by the office in charge.  This shall include all aspects of vertical and horizontal ventilation techniques

6.  Salvage

7.  Overhaul

8.  Be familiar with all auxiliary equipment carried on the apparatus

The following are included:

9.  Perform search and rescue and evacuation operations from structures involved in or threatened by fire

10.  Direct and indirect fire attack

11.  Operate in the "WARM" zone during Haz Mat incidents

IV. Training

1. Recognizing and Identifying Hazardous Materials - initially a four (4) hour course offered through the state

2. Hazardous Materials - Operations Level

3. Annual in-house hazardous materials refresher

4. Successful completion of a state certified Essentials of Fire Fighting I or equivalent

5. Annual in-house training in the following areas:

· S.C.B.A.

· Ladders

· Fire fighting foams

· Hose line loading and advancement

· Deluge devices

· Ventilation

· Offensive techniques

· Defensive tactics

· Overhaul

· Salvage

· Rescue

V. Personal Protective Equipment

The minimum is defined in the SOG entitled Personal Protective Equipment
