Schuylkill County Fire Chief’s Association
Standard Operating  Guidelines



MayDay Signal
The distress signal “MayDay” should be used by any firefighter who finds that he / she is trapped, disoriented or otherwise in imminent danger on the fireground or within any hazard zone.  Firefighters are encouraged to call a “MayDay” as soon as they recognize that they are in a bad situation, rather than delaying the call and exhausting their air supply, thereby shortening the time remaining for a successful rescue operation. 

Declaring a MayDay

(1) The firefighter in trouble should transmit the signal: “MayDay - MayDay – MayDay” on the fireground operations channel and activate his PASS device. 

(2) After transmitting the MayDay signal, the firefighter should await acknowledgement from the Incident Commander (IC).  If the IC does not immediately respond to the MayDay signal, the firefighter will re-transmit the signal: “MayDay- MayDay – MayDay”.

(3) If the second MayDay signal does not get a response from the IC, the firefighter should attempt to contact the Schuylkill County Communications Center directly.
(4) After acknowledgement of the MayDay, the firefighter should, if possible, transmit the following information using the acronym LUNAR.
L-Location: This should include the floor, room, location by side of building (ie. Division 1, Side C, etc.).  This is the most critical information necessary to the IC, RIT Team and other firefighters as they respond to the MayDay. 

U-Unit: The Radio identification number of the firefighter (ie: Lieutenant 46-90).
N-Name: Identify yourself (ie: Lieutnant Smith).

A-Assignment /Air: Identify what you had been assigned to do (ie: Primary Search) and if possible, your remaining air supply (ie: “my quarter service alarm is sounding”).

R-Resources: What do you need? (ie: ladder placement, spare cylinder, wire cutters to get untangled, special tools to effect a rescue, etc).

(5) After the MayDay has been acknowledged and the LUNAR information has been transmitted, the firefighter should activate his PASS device to facilitate rescue.  
Command Response to a MayDay Signal

Upon receiving a MayDay signal, the IC will do the following:

(1) Acknowledge the “MayDay”.  This is of critical importance so that the downed firefighter knows that his transmission has been heard. 

(2) The IC will acknowledge the MayDay transmission through the Schuylkill County Communications Center and request that all other fireground radio traffic be moved to an alternate channel.  The Communications Center shall implement it’s MayDay protocol and announce the MayDay transmission, the location of the incident and request that all non-MayDay traffic be moved to a specific frequency or radio channel. 

(3) Activate the Rapid Intervention Team (RIT) and insure that they have the LUNAR information.  The RIT and any units / personnel directly involved in the firefighter rescue effort will remain on the same radio channel as the downed firefighter.

(4) A Personnel Accountability Report (PAR) will be ordered to insure that there are no other downed firefighters. 

(5) At a minimum, an additional RIT should be requested along with an additional ALS unit.  Based on the situation, an additional alarm may be ordered as well as an Aero-Medical standby / flight.   Additional units may be required to establish a landing zone. 
(6) A radio broadcast will be made to operating units and to the Schuylkill County Communications Center when the MayDay has been resolved. 

Upon receipt of a MayDay signal, all fire suppression activities underway should continue, unless specifically directed otherwise by the IC.

The IC may also transmit a MayDay signal in response to a PAR indicating a missing firefighter.  All pertinent information relating to the missing firefighter should be transmitted. 

NOTE:  The MayDay signal is only to be used to declare that fire personnel are in distress.  The term “Urgent” is to be used to transmit any other critical firegound information (ie: collapse hazards, victim information, etc).  “MayDay” and “Urgent” are not to be used interchangeably.
